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HARD TO BELIEVE

It just seemed like yesterday.  
How can serving as high school 
principal and then superinten-
dent seemingly pass so quickly?

My wife, Cay and I have so 
much for which to be grate-
ful during our time in Clari-
on-Goldfield-Dows.  When we 
first moved to the community, 
we had no children and had no 
idea what was before us.  Thir-
ty-six years later, we have two 
beautiful daughters, born in our 
local hospital, who received a 
great education that prepared 
them to excel in college.  Now 
they are married, and we are 
blessed with two wonderful 
sons-in-law and three grand-
children, the latest born Janu-
ary 20th.

There have been a number of 
district accomplishments that 
are too numerous to mention, 
but all were only possible be-
cause of strong staff and a com-
munity that strongly supports 
their school.  We are truly bless-
ed to have been along for the 
journey.

EDUCATION HAS CHANGED

Education has changed over 
the years and is different from 
state to state.  Schools I attend-
ed were much different in Illi-
nois than Iowa.  We didn’t have 
preschool or kindergarten.  The 
first class I attended was first 
grade.  The elementary school 
didn’t have a library, gymna-
sium, or cafeteria.  Students 
brought their lunch from home 
and ate in their classrooms af-
ter placing an “oil cloth” on 
our desk, propped up to cre-
ate a level eating surface.  The 
only break teachers received all 
day was lunch.  That was when 
responsible sixth grade stu-
dents monitored classrooms of 
younger students while eating 
lunch.  There were no special 
teachers for art, music, or phys-
ical education.  All those sub-
jects were taught by the regu-
lar classroom teachers.  Special 
education wasn’t provided in 
the regular elementary school.  
Today instruction in special ar-
eas, student safety, and nutri-
tion is much better.  Education 
is more inclusive and the indi-
vidual needs and interests of 

students are more specifically 
addressed.

ABILITY GROUPING?

When attending one of three ju-
nior high schools, I was placed 
in a group determined by abil-
ity.  It wasn’t difficult for stu-
dents to figure out what group 
they were in.  For me, I was in 
group four with three groups 
of “smarter” kids in front of 
me.  Frankly, I was okay with 
that even though I had no idea 
how I was placed in that group.  
It was comfortable.  I wasn’t 
pushed too hard and that was 
okay with me.

This was working great until tak-
ing a grammar semester test.  It 
was a two-day test.  Who does a 
two-day test in seventh grade?  
Anyway, I remember taking 
the test and didn’t think much 
about it.  It was easy.  I had an 
English grandmother who al-
ways corrected poor grammar, 
and my mother didn’t fall too 
far from the family tree.

I was reading a book after 
handing in my test until the end 
of the period.  I happened to 
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WELCOME NEW STAFF!

Please join us in welcoming our new staff members! So glad to have them working with us!

Welcome to CGD

Mr. Hanus  
Student teacher with Mr. Tew

Ms. Roquet 
Nutrition Worker

look up and the English teacher 
was staring at me, then looked 
down at her desk and looked at 
me again.  I was uncomfortable.  
What did I do wrong?  I imme-
diately began reading my book, 
hoping like an ostrich to hide my 
head to become invisible.

No such luck.  At the end of the 
period, I didn’t look at the teach-
er and attempted to exit without 
any issue.  My teacher called me 
by name.  I approached her desk 
fearing I must have done some-
thing wrong.  

“Do you realize how you did on 
your test?” the teacher asked.

“No,” I answered questioningly.

“You scored 99 out of 100.”

The next day I scored 97 out 
of 100 and earned the second 
highest score in the entire junior 
high school.  I was happy, un-
til I was moved from the fourth 
group to the first group.  These 
guys carried briefcases, slide 
rules, and multi-colored pens in 
pocket protectors.  I wasn’t able 
to take it easy any more.  I didn’t 
want to look stupid so I had to 
work hard to keep up.  I was able 
to keep up, but it wasn’t easy.

Ability grouping didn’t work for 

Michael Jordan either.  He was 
cut from his high school basket-
ball team.  However, that didn’t 
stop him from later becoming 
an NBA phenom.

All students are able to learn at 
high levels if given enough sup-
port and time. It isn’t easy for 
the student or teacher to indi-
vidualize instruction to address 
specific needs.  It is hard work 
for students, but it is easier with 
parents and teachers who sup-
port and encourage their ef-
forts.  It may be an army slogan, 
but it’s applicable for students, 
“Be All You Can Be!”



Clarion-Goldfield-Dows

Superintendent Hiring Update

January 16, 2020

The school board recently met with Grundmeyer Leader Services Consultants 
to review the application pool of candidates who applied for the district su-
perintendent position.  The application period was from November 22, 2019 
to January 5, 2020.  

The application pool included 21 total applicants.  All candidates were pre-
sented to the board for consideration.  In the pool, there were two female 
candidates and 19 males.  Eight candidates had three or more years of cen-
tral office K-12 leadership experience.  Six candidates had a terminal degree 
(EdD. Or PhD.).

After a review of each candidate’s application materials, narrative responses, 
references, and licensing credentials, six candidates were identified as semi-fi-
nalists for the position.  These candidates will be invited to a 30 minute elec-
tronic interview with the board on Wednesday, Feb. 5th.  The board will select 
three candidates as finalists after the screening interviews.  The finalists names 
will become public and these candidates will interview in the district on Feb-
ruary 26th.

Stakeholders invited on the formal interview teams will soon be identified.  
Those selected to interview the finalists will be asked to provide input on the 
formal interview questions prior to the interviews.  Formal interview team 
members will also be asked to provide input about each finalist at the conclu-
sion of the interview process.

School District News
COWBOY CHRONICLES

Superintendent Search
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PERFECT ATTENDANCE 
AWARDS

Congratulations to the all the 
Elementary First Semester Per-
fect Attendance Award win-
ners!  We celebrated their ac-
complishments at our January 
assembly and then took time to 
“Sharpen the Saw.”  Students 
earned a personalized certifi-
cate and a gift certificate for a 
free ice cream cone at Snack 
Village!  First semester perfect 
attendance was achieved by: 

5th Grade:

Calvin Barrett
Yaquelin Bobadilla
Madison Durham
Greyson Frantz
Crew Garza
Josue Hernandez Ordonez
Kennedy Hoesing
Jaxun Puhlman
Aleena Schaffer

4th Grade:

Zackary Caquelin
Roy Hoang
Juan Juarez Martinez
Olivia Myers
Maria Poac
Cooper Reiland
Tristan Roberts
Miguel Rodriguez
Jada Weets

3rd Grade:

Antonio Ayala
Liliana Bobadilla
Reed Campbell
Jared Hernandez Ordonez
Juan Largo Barrios
Kennedy Lopez Puac

2nd Grade:

Emilly Barcenas
Brecklyn German
Dracyn Morgan
Fanny Poac
Vanessa Ruiz-Antonio

1st Grade:

Merry Barrios Alvarez
Sky Hoang
Kendyl Langfitt
Becca Lee
Lola Melendrez-Zeiger
Jade Poac
Carter Roberts

Kindergarten:

Asher Bean
Brooklynn Comstock
Valeria Garcia Lopez
Eliabeth Hernandez Ordonez
Skyla Jerenson
Howard Miller
Avyn Morgan
Bentley Nickell
Ximena Rico-Garcia
Gabriel Rosenkilde

PrepKindergarten:

Konner Martin-Prescott
Delmi Matul Maldonado

Congratulations!
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FROM COWS’ MILK TO ICE CREAM!

After learning about farm animals in reading and 
that cows give us milk, Mrs. Orness’s kindergarten 
students made homemade ice cream.  

Ice Cream - Yummy!
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SHARPEN THE SAW ACTIVITIES

In the Elementary we work hard so we can also 
take time to celebrate our accomplishments.  In 
January our focus was on Habit 7: Sharpen the 
Saw.  To “sharpen the saw,” we learned that bal-
ance is best - I take care of my body by eating 
right, exercising, and getting enough sleep - I 
balance my time between school, extracurricular 
activities, family, and friends - I am always learn-
ing how to become a better person.  As a way 
to “sharpen the saw” at school each class partic-
ipated in a balloon relay.  Each student inflated 
a balloon and during the relay had to run to the 
opposite side of the gym and pop the balloon by 
sitting on it.  We had an awesome time with our 
accountabilibuddies competing in this challenge. 

Sharpening the Saw
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Sharpening the Saw



Elementary School News
COWBOY CHRONICLES

Snow Fun!
Recess has been fun with our new snow!  Check it out! 
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Snow Fun!

Students that have their full winter gear - snow pants, boots, 
coat, hat, and gloves - sure do have fun at recess!
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ART ROOM SCRAPBOOK

The art department has been busy with a mid-
dle school mural design contest. Anonymous 
finalists were chosen by the middle school 
teachers. The final votes will be placed by the 
middle school students and staff. The win-
ner’s design will be painted on a wall near the 
lunchroom. Congratulations to the four final-
ists! Their names will appear in next month’s 
newsletter.

Also in January, Mrs. Downing offered an in-
formal after-school session on how to paint 
mandalas. It was open to students and staff. 
Several teachers gave it a try!

Art Club continues to be a popular after-school 
activity on Tuesdays and Thursdays in the art 
room. Thank you Mrs. Downing for providing 
so may creative opportunities for our middle 
school students!
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6TH GRADE TAKES ON THE ROCK CYCLE AND  
MUSES ON SOME ROCK SOLID QUOTES

The 6th grade is learning about the rock cycle in science 
class. Mrs. Dahlgren shared some inspirational quotes 
with the students and staff. She shared, “A few quotes re-
lated to our science unit to remind you how great you are 
and the potential you have to make a difference; some-
times it just takes the right conditions and time!”

Now that’s some “rock solid” science inspiration! Thanks 
for sharing Mrs. Dahlgren!
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Solid as a Rock
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Solid As A Rock
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STEM Scrapbook
6th Grade STEM Scrapbook - Look What We’ve Been Up To!

Makey-Makey Experiments



KINDERGARTEN
 WE CELEBRATED THE NEW

YEAR, AND WE HAD FUN

MAKING MELTED SNOWMEN!
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1ST GRADE

 

WE LEARNED ABOUT THE CALDECOTT AWARD AND

WE SELECTED OUR OWN WINNER!

2ND GRADE

 

WE RECEIVED OUR MURAL STRIPS FROM ACROSS

THE USA! WE THEN RESEARCHED THINGS WE

COULD DO IN EACH CITY!  



4TH GRADE

 

WE PLAYED NEWBERY AWARD MUSICAL CHAIRS! IT WAS

A LOT OF FUN TO SAMPLE LOTS OF GREAT BOOKS!

3RD GRADE

 

EACH YEAR GOOGLE HOSTS A CONTEST CALLED

DOODLE FOR GOOGLE. THIS YEAR 3RD-5TH SKETCHED A

DOODLE ON HOW THEY SHOW KINDNESS.



5TH GRADE

 

HERE ARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 7TH GRADE

EXPLORATORY! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL

 

JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS BREAK THE LIBRARY

TRANSFORMED INTO A STARBOOKS! WE SIPPED HOT

COCOA AND SAMPLED SOME AWESOME BOOKS!



HIGH SCHOOL

 

THIS MONTH WE STARTED AN 

ONLINE BOOK CLUB! IN LIFE YOU

SOMETIMES NEED A LADDER TO BRING

YOU OUT OF A BAD SITUATION. THE KEY

IS KNOWING WHO YOUR LADDERS ARE!

TOP CIRCULATING BOOKS
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CGD MUSIC BOOSTER 
FUNDRAISER BEGINS  
JAN. 29

On Wednesday, Jan. 29th, the 
CGD Music Boosters launched 
their annual fundraiser for 
chorus and band students in 
grades 6-12.  The students are 
selling products from Club’s 
Choice including pizza, cookie 
dough, pies, candy, etc.  The 
CGD Music Booster Presidents 
this year are Chrisann Hodson 
and Alison Marshall.  The stu-
dents usually sell items for 2 
weeks.  Proceeds go towards 
music booster scholarships, 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatre trip 
for 4-year seniors in band and 
chorus, and continuous finan-
cial support for the elementary, 
middle school, and high school 
music departments.

Fund-raiser dates:

Wednesday, Jan. 29-Wednes-
day, Feb. 12

Delivery date: Wednesday, 
March 25

CGD HIGH SCHOOL  
CONCERT SET FOR FEB. 24

The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
High School Music Depart-
ment will present their concert 
on Monday, February 24th at 
7:00 p.m. in the CGDHS gym.  
Featured groups are the high 
school concert band and the 

high school mixed concert 
choir .  The band will wear their 
concert band outfits while the 
choir will wear their choir robes.  
Boys: remember black pants, 
black socks, and black shoes.  
Girls: remember nude-colored 
hose and black shoes.  Chorus 
students should report for vocal 
warm-ups at 6:15 p.m., and the 
band students should report at 
6:30 p.m.  Chorus students who 
are involved in band should get 
dressed into their band outfit at 
6:00 p.m.   This concert is open 
to the public, and there is no 
admission charge.  

CGD MIDDLE SCHOOL  
CONCERT SET FOR FEB 25

The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows 
Middle School Music Depart-
ment will present their con-
cert on Tuesday, February 25th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the CGDHS 
gym.  Featured groups are the 
5th/6th grade honor choir, 6th 
grade chorus, 6th grade band, 
middle school select choir, mid-
dle school jazz band, 7th/8th 
grade chorus, and the 7th/8th 
grade concert band.  All stu-
dents are reminded to wear 
dress clothes for the concert.
(NO t-shirts and jeans, please).  
All middle school students in-
volved in the concert should be 
at the high school at 6:30 p.m. 
for vocal warm-ups and tuning 
of instruments.  This concert is 
open to the public, and there is 

no admission charge.

5TH/6TH GRADE HONOR 
CHOIR SET FOR FEB. 27

On Tuesday, January 14th,  
Denis Greenfield and David 
Ackerman began rehearsals for 
the 5th/6th grade honor choir.  
Eight students from 5th grade 
and eight students from 6th 
grade were selected for this 
choir.  Mr. Greenfield held au-
ditions for the 5th grade spots 
in the honor choir  during the 
week of Jan. 6-10.  Mr. Ack-
erman selected his eight 6th 
grade students from his middle 
school select choir.  Rehearsals 
have been held EVERY Tuesday 
and Thursday from 3:30-5:00 
p.m.

The following students will be 
representing CGD at the NC 
District Honor Choir in Algona 
on Thursday, Feb. 27th.

5th grade honor choir students: 
Evan Felske, Junia Woodley, 
Addy Howell, Calder Grand-
george, Kallie Schermer, Jillian 
Mewes, Aleena Schaffer, Emily 
Sandoval

6th grade honor choir students: 
Kali Wharton, Jocelyn Alder-
son, Ruby Coldiron, Matthew 
Hurt, Estuardo Lopez, Jacque-
line Kirstein, Amya Schaffer, 
Nicolas Curry

The North Central District Hon-

Music Department Notes
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Music Department Notes

or Choir concert is scheduled for 
Thursday, February 27th at 7:00 
p.m. in the  Performing Arts Center 
in Algona.  Please note the NEW 
LOCATION for this honor choir.  
Approximately 300 students from 
north central Iowa will participate 
in this honor choir. ALL TICKETS  
NEEDED TO BE PURCHASED ON-
LINE IN ADVANCE.  Further infor-
mation about ordering tickets has 
been handed out to the involved 
honor choir students.   

CHANHASSEN DINNER  
THEATRE TRIP 

On Sunday, March 15th, high school 
students who have been active in 
HS Band and Chorus for 4 years 
are treated to a trip to Chanhas-
sen Dinner Theatre in Chanhassen, 
Minnesota.  This trip is sponsored 
by the CGD Music Boosters.  The 
bus leaves Clarion at 12:30 p.m. 
and returns approximately at mid-
night.  The show this year is “Music 
Man” and it promises to be very 
entertaining.  Dinner is served at 
4:30 p.m., and the show beings at 
6:30 p.m.  

Congratulations 4-year seniors in 
band and chorus  and thank you to 
our CGD Music Boosters!!!

Dorian Honor Choir was held at Luther College on Jan. 
12-13, 2020. Our CGD participants were Kylie Klaver, 
Katherine Soenen, Lacy Buchanan, and Erin Heldenbrand.

Meistersinger Honor Choir was held at Wartburg College 
on Jan. 19-20, 2020. Our CGD participants were Jaylynn 
Eddington, Clinton Miller, HannahJo Hodson, and 
Shpresime Iafoski.
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NCIBA High School Honor Band

On January 11th, 2020, Clarissa Hasty, MacKenna Hasty, and Isaiah Nebbe, along with 
140 other high school students from the North Central district schools, participated in 
the North Central Iowa Bandmasters Association Honor Band held at the North Iowa 
Area Community College in Mason City.  Clarissa, MacKenna, and Isaiah were selected 
for this honor based on their past performance resume, music knowledge, and ability to 
perform at an advanced level.  They were notified of their selection at the end of No-
vember and had a little over a month to prepare chair audition material and the music 
for the festival concert.  The students started their honor band day competing for chair 
placement by auditioning on the music they prepared, followed by large group rehears-
als, and then cumulating with a finale concert performance that evening.  It is quite an 
honor to be selected to participate as a member of the NCIBA District Honor Band.  All 
three students performed extremely well on their chair placement auditions.  Clarissa 
was selected to play 1st alto sax and seated 1st chair after the audition.  MacKenna was 
seated 3rd chair out of 8 students on the 1st clarinet part.  Isaiah was selected to play 1st 
trombone and seated 1st chair after the audition.

Congratulations to Clarissa, MacKenna, & Isaiah for being recognized for their hard work 
and dedication!  Clarissa & MacKenna’s parents are Scott & Dina Hasty.  Isaiah’s parents 
are Jonn & Alissa Nebbe.

Mr. Kent Wesselink, CGD HS Band Director

Music Department Notes
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Happenings @ the High School

MASTERS OF  
BUSINESS CLUB

The Masters of Business Club 
and the Introduction to Busi-
ness class participated in a proj-
ect to raise money for a local 
charity.  The students sold CGD 
lanyards and CGD wristbands.  
The proceeds of the fundraiser 
were donated to the Helping 
Hand Fund of the United Pres-
byterian Church, Clarion.  The 
Helping Hand Fund distrib-
utes money and other items to 
students in need in the CGD 
school district.  Pictured below 
are the students presenting a 
representative check to Pas-
tor Bill Kem.  Pictured from left 
to right are:  Preston Gardner, 
Luke Brownell, Camden Han-
son, Ethan Rasmussen, Pastor 
Bill Kem, Brandan Seba, and 
Noah Anderson. The business 
class is taught by Robert Testi-
no EnTin.  

SPANISH CLUB  
VALENTINE’S DAY  
FUNDRAISER

Spanish Club Fundraiser -  
Peg’s Pretzels. Support our 
club by buying some pretzels!

3 pack - $5

Jar of 6 - $10

Box of 9 - $15

Box of 12 - $20
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Happenings @ the High School
There are some exciting new 
things happening at the CGDHS 
Cowboy Cafe! The Cafe is now of-
fering a new flavor, chai tea. They 
offer hot and cold chai lattes and 
chai tea frappes. They have had 
several students ask for chai tea 
so they have happily added this 
black tea infused with cinnamon, 
clove, and other warming spices. 
It’s perfect for these cold winter 
days. 

The cafe has also started making 
deliveries to the study hall room 
during cafe hours. A student from 
the cafe goes to the study hall and 
takes orders and collects money. 
That student goes back to the 
cafe, helps to make drinks, and 
then delivers them back to the 
study hall room. In doing this, the 
Special Education students get 
to interact, socialize, and get to 
know the general education stu-
dents and vice versa.  It also cuts 
down on the time study hall stu-
dents spend in the hall and wan-
dering around. 

In setting up the delivery service, 
the cafe was looking for a way to 
safely and conveniently transport 
the drinks from the cafe to the 
study hall room. Chrisann Hod-
son graciously donated a case of 
cup holders. This heartfelt dona-
tion was in honor of her son, Arek. 
Arek, who had Downs Syndrome 
and passed away several years 
ago, would have graduated from 
CGDHS last year. Chrisann says 
that Arek would have loved work-
ing in the cafe.

Join us at the Cowboy Cafe!



" O D E  T O  I O W A "
2019- 2020 High School Mural painted by: 

Advanced Art Students

The mural is complete! Congratulations to the high school art class,
Advanced Art! The mural titled, "Ode to Iowa", is located in the H hall of the
high school, it measures 8x30 feet. 

The mural is inspired by all things Iowa (left side) featuring our state bird the 
Goldfinch, state flower the Wild (Prairie) Rose, sunflowers, and more. Clarion
inspires the center with an Iowa sunset, wind turbines, agriculture, silhouettes
of prominent features of our town and lastly CGD pride (right side). The words  
"What Lifts You?" and wings are inspired by muralist Kelsey Montague who
travels the world creating interactive murals (with wings) asking people to take
a little more time to stop and reflect upon what inspires you in life and to
inspire and lift up others.  

When you visit the mural be sure to stop and take your photo. Students 
designed smaller monarch wings for younger participants as well! 

Advanced Art Students pose with the completed mural. 
(Left to Right) Paula Spillner, Vanessa Hernandez, Lacy
Buchanan, Sina Gugelmann, Susie Williams, Shpresime
Iafoski. Not pictured: Isabelle Hernandez, Monic Fonseca,
and Jaidyn Lockwood. Pictured below: Mrs. Walker



This is the 3rd mural to be painted in the high
school by Advanced Art students. The class is offered
only in the fall and available to students who have
taken Art 1 and Art 2 to gain a foundation of drawing
and painting skills. 

Students in the class select an area for a mural, 
study public art and murals around the world, then
collaboratively create 2 or more designs which are
voted on by the community. 

After the mural design is selected, they work
together again to transfer the design to the wall and
paint it! 

See pictures above of the journey including
close-ups of the finished mural below. 
 

Thank you to the
support of administration
and staff for the creation of
this mural! Special thanks
also to the custodial staff
for all their help in the
coordination and
preparation of the wall. 

 
 

I hope it will be enjoyed
for many years to come!

- Mrs. Heather Walker
 


